July 10" Tues. 11:00 am Senior Luncheon
July 11™ Wed. 6:30 pm Stewardship & Outreach
7:30 pm Bible Study
July 12" Thurs. 5:15 pm Bats Ball Game
July 18" Wed. 7:30 pm Bible Study
July 22" -28th Pastor Doug’s Vacation
July 27" Fri. 6:30 p, Able Class Event
August 1%, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th Wednesday Bible Study 30 pm
August 14" 11:00 am Senior Lunch
August 16" 6:30—8:30 Interfaith Community Council Board of Directors
August 37 Fri/ 6:30 pm Able Class Event
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Sunday Worship

9:00 am Traditional Worship

10:00 am Donuts & Coffee

10:15 am. Able Class Sunday school
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

Doug Grant, Pastor

Sylvia Eveslage, Office Assistant Address Cdiogecrequested

| have often been ask, “Why | do not do in the church today is to share the Good News of

more with the secular holidays in church on Sundesus Christ and make disciples. (Mark 16:15, Matt
day morning?” Secular holidays refer to those 28:19, Luke 24:47)
holidays such as, Mother’s Day, Father's Day, and We can do a multitude of things to accomplish
Independence Day. The reason | give may surptieeGreat Commission, none of which can be said
you. ltis not that | neither dislike these holida to be better than the other. However, the point is
nor think they have no value. The reason | do nabt what we do or the tools that we use to da it, i
preach them from the pulpit or deal with them oris that we simply do it. The greatest gift that we
Sunday is that | am called to preach the Gospel oén give someone is the gift of the Gospel of Jesus
Jesus Christ. Each one of the aforementioned Christ. That is our purpose and goal that Christ
holidays is nice, wonderful and deserving of recdws given the church. We need not lose site of it,
nition; however they have little to do with the +eafor when we do, God will not bless His church.
son that we are called to attend worship on Sundéye people of Israel were to be a light on a bill t
morning. attract all to God. When they failed to do thisdGo

As | have stated before and will state agaih aturned his back on them and they fell. However
again the reason we worship is to bring “glory toeven during that time all they needed to do was to
God.” Speaking in generalities while secular holrepent and God would restore them. | believe the
days are important milestones in the life of our same is true for us today when we fail to do God'’s
culture they rarely have much to do with bring  will God will turn from us. He will stop blessing
glory to God. There can be elements or parts ofus! However, when we are willing to repent and
secular Holiday that can be translated over ingo tlive out God’s commands then God is always will-
church to help bring glory to God, but for the mostg to bless us. (Jeremiah 18:5-10)
part these holidays are about us as individuals and We live in a world today where it is easy fisr
not about God. | recognize that | am not in the to be side tracked from our goal and purpose. Let
majority in the mainline church today by making us keep ourselves pointed in the right direction
that statement. However, with the continual de-using the tools that God has provided us to reach
clining numbers in the mainline church today justhe lost with Gospel.
perhaps it is a time for change. Perhaps we in the Perhaps the easy way to reach the lost islgimp
mainline church have lost touch with what God to invite a friend. As you ponder this article lath
wants and expects from us. It is not about sgrvienge you to invite a friend, a stranger, or even a
a denomination, it is not about dealing with sociadnemy to church with you this Sunday. Let us live
justice issues and it is not even about serving theut God'’s purpose for His Church. Amen.
local church all of which can be important issues.
The truth be told here, what God expects from us



Worship bers of attendance in times when we would usu-
Department continue ally see a much lower attendance. Allin all, we
to work hard at exam are excited about this information, but also recog-
ining ways of enrich- nize we must do better. Therefore the Worship
ing both the corporat Team continues to explore new ways to bring
and personal worshig other individuals into worship.
of the members of the The Worship Team would like to express a
church. The two services have been going ex- “Thank You” to Mike Riggs for putting together
tremely well. The Worship Team has heard mathe Father’s Day tribute. As we saw there weren't
positive comments from both services. As we too many dry eyes in the house after the slide
have continued to review and make changes toshew. If you would like a copy of the show on
services we have been pleased to welcome Jar&D or CD, please see Pastor Doug and he will
Sickles as an addition to the music team of the make you one.

Contemporary Service. James and Jonathan hvednesday night Bible study at Sylvia’s house
been doing an outstanding job working togethethas gone well. We are moving slow through the
and this is helping us work toward our long ternbook “Holy Ambition.” At the writing of this

goal to have more individuals involved in wor- information we are only in chapter 3. If you

ship. The Worship Team is constantly looking faould like to be a part of this, please see Pastor
individuals who would like to serve in any capaddoug. Itis a laid back atmosphere and we get off
ity in either service. There are plenty of plafmgs track a lot. However, we are learning a lot.

you to serve, just let someone from the WorshipCaleb Keller will be preaching on July 15, 2007 in
Team know. the Contemporary Service. Caleb who received a
Realizing that we are still in the early stagethef Dulworth Scholarship to attend the University of
change in worship the team has been pleased \ittiana will be bringing us the sermon.

what has been accomplished so far. Since theDon't forget the Retreat at Bedford this fall on
start of the two services we have seen the high&ttober 5, 6, & 7. The theme of the retreat i sti
numbers of total attendance in several years. being worked out. The Worship Team would like
2005 was by far our highest year of attendanceto encourage you to attend. Last year nearly 20
and since April 15 we have seen an approximateeople participated and a great time was had by
15% increase in attendance in both services cosail. It was a very fun and relaxed weekend.

pared to 2005. We have also seen higher num-

The Church will be going to a * 4 ,

Louisville Bats Baseball Game - L - .

July 12, 007. Tickets $10.00 /- , 0 ,,.
adults and $6.00 dollars youth, ' * /1 "2
senior citizens and military. We 4+ # 3)o0.

will meet at the church at 5:15 pm.

The game starts at 7:05 pm.

Summer is well into swing the back to nature camping trip at Donna’s grand-
and VBS is behind us. mothers.

Although our numbers of Camp is well underway with one group done and
kids were down, | think ou several more going in July. These are both at Camp
volunteers were up. My Loucon in Leitchfield, KY and the Grandparent &

hats off to Paula for an- Me camp for K-8 graders at The Disciples Camp
other VBS, well done! | was more then happy t0 i, Bedford.

have her back at the helm for VBS. And actually . . . ”
quite amazed that she could pull it off with atith 1€ next big event coming up is “New Song
was going on in her life at the moment. Many Christian Concert at Camp Loucon on August 10-

thanks to all that helped out, it could not be done 11". This will be the big event just before School
without the many volunteers. Starts. We are hoping to be able to stay at Joe Ha

man’s cabin where we can have HOT water for

Otherwise, summer has been a bit slow. Our las{howers. Maybe do our leaf raking and boat wash-

ing for things to settle before having anothereTh _ _
dry weather has squelched our plans for a canoeirlj@nyone has a particular topic, see Pastor Doug

trip, and also OF Janny.,

& ( shoes at value city for schoolpperation. Baby items and dia-
& & or (Backpack of supplies) pers can be donated here at the
would need to start now for  church. I'll be taking down a
Noah's Ark VillageDinner  collecting. We will be discussing load the £' of August. All
was delivered on Thursday this at the next meeting. items must be gently used and
June 28'. They have a wonderwww.interfaithinc.org no stains please. Also baby
facility in Jeffersonville for Habitat for Humanitys furniture and newer toys is
foster families. Thank you to something we'd like to be in- needed. Look forward to doing
those who took the time and volved with. Forms are on the something in August to help this
effort to get food to the board for anyone who would ministry.
church to be delivered to like to help individually. They .www.choicesforwomen.org
them. We had about a dozen do have Kentucky work going _ Hopeful Hearts Foundatidras
donations of meat, vegetablespn now. We are planning to daa dinner auction in the fall and we
rolls, salads and desserts. Wea work day or a few lunch would like to donate a basket
will be discussing at the next days to help them out thisfor the auction and possibly
meeting when and how often year. We are still hearing attend as a group to support this
we think we can do this service that the foundation for the mission of helping orphans in the
for them. It really does help themhome to be built in NA will start Ukraine and Afghanistan.
out a lot. www.noahsarkinc.org in September. www.hopefulheartsfoundation.org
Interfaith:July is our month www.newalbanyhfh.org All are welcome to join in this

to see what we can do for In-  Choices for Womehas ministry with service, aware-
terfaith. Judy is looking into moved to 2019 E Spring St in ness and ideas to serve the
this, and will provide us with New Albany and is having community. We want to con-

possibilities. (Clothe a Teen Open House for their new faciltinue to support the ministries
program: about $75 per studerity on July 18" 2-4pm. Hope  in our area who are doing Gods
to purchase new clothes and you a!] will stop by to see theiwork. Matt.25:35-40



